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REMARKS 



Claims 1-20 are pending with the response to this Office Actio i. Claims 1-20 are 
rejected 

The Applicant thanks the Examiner for accepting amendments to correct typographical 
errors and for withdrawing a request for information, the objection to the Inl Drmation Disclosure 
Statement, the drawing objection, the specification objection, and the absxact objection, The 
Examiner has accepted the Terminal Disclaimer that overcomes the double patenting rejections 
related to US 6,016,486 and co-pending Application 09/868,682, The Appl cant also hanks the 
Examiner for withdrawing the rejections of 1 and 10 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, s icond paragraph and 
the rejections of claims 1-9 under 101 U.S.C. 101. 

The Examiner accepted an amendment to the title. The title, as attended, is "A Goal 
Based System Utilizing a Time Based Model". 

Typographical Error 

Regarding claim 10, the Applicant has replaced "a processor" wih "a processor;" to 
properly punctuate an element of the claim. 

Double Patenting 

Claims 1-20 are rejected by the Office Action under the judiciall} created doctrire of 
obviousness-type double patenting as allegedly being unpatentable of claim? 1-19 of I .S. Patent 
No. 6,549,893. The Applicant is filing a terminal disclaimer in a separa e paper. Thus, the 
Applicant requests reconsideration of claims 1-20, 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipat- d by WO 97/44766 
(Cook). Regarding claims 1 and I0 7 the Office Action alleges that Cool anticipates tL (c) an 
evaluation source code segment comprising source code for evaluating progress towai i the goal 
utilizing the time based mode) to control the presentation of information (Cx>k, pi, 1 5-8; p 7, 1 
11-16; p 10, 1 28-31; p 8, 1 8-13)." However, Cook does not teach "an ev iluation scurce 2ode 
segment comprising source code for evaluating progress toward the goal am providing feedback 
that further motivates accomplishment of the goal utilizing the time based nodel to c mtrol the 
presentation of information." (Emphasis added.) Cook does teach (Page 1, lines 5-8): 



6 



PAGE 10/14 ' RCVD AT 4/4/2005 5:24:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/10 ' DNIS:87293Q6 ' CSIO: 1 3 124635001 * DURATION (mnvss):07-14 



04/04/2005 16:27 FAX 13124635001 



BANNER & WITCOFF 



1011/014 



Amendment Dated 04/04/05 

Response to Office Action Dated 02/04/05 



Ap alictuion No 09/8€ 8,708 
Attorney E ocket No. 0* '5222.00167 



This invention relates to a system and method for interactive, fiaptive, and 
individualized computer-assisted instruction of students, preferably mplemeni ed 
on network connected computers. 

does teach (Page 7, lines 11-16): 

The Agent Based Instruction ("ABI") system of this invention is j system and 
method for interactive, adaptive, and individualized computer-assisted instruction 
and homework, preferably implemented on network connected computers, tliat 
overcomes these problems by providing the following objects in | referred and 
alternative embodiments. 

does teach (Page 10, lines 24-3 1): 

A further important object of this invention is to utilize augment* d comput 2r- 
assisted instruction materials which present to students a variety o f interacti 'e 9 
adaptive, and self-paced computer-assisted instruction and homeworl materials in 
a manner which informs the agent of a student's progress and performance and 
which permits the agent to manage or control the materials to he studeit's 
pedagogic characteristics. 

and does teach (Page 8, lines 7-13): 

In a preferred embodiment of this invention, diverse agent behavior are handled 
uniformly by a single means. The diverse behaviors include encouragement and 
feedback, providing meta-cognitive help on ongoing instruction, nanaging or 
controlling and individualizing computer based instruction to he studeifs 
learning modes, and assistance with assignment management. 

Even though Cook discusses feedback and a student's process, Cook fail! to teach evaluating 
progress and providing feedback utilizing a time based model to control the presentation of 



Similarly, regarding claim 10, Cook fails to anticipate "logic thai provides feedback, 
responsive to a progress indication, that further motivates accomplishment of the god utilizing 
the time based model to control the presentation of information/' Clams 2-9 *nd 11-20 
ultimately depend from claims and 1 and 10 and are not anticipated for at least tie above- 
reasons. The Applicant requests reconsideration of claims 1-20. 

Regarding claims 8 and 17, in addition to the above discussion, the ( 'fficc Acti m alleges 
that Cook anticipates an interface source code segment comprising sour:c code for passing 
information from the presentation to an expert system to analyze the inforn ation and formulate 
the appropriate feedback utilizing time as a variable for analysis (Cook, p 1, I 5-8; p 7, 1 1 1-!.6; p 
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7, 1 19-29; EN: such is interaction ... feedback).'* Even though Cook discusses feedb ick, Cook 
does not teach "an interface code segment comprising source code for passiig information from 
the presentation to an expert system to analyze the information and formulate the appropriate 
feedback utilizing time as a variable for analysis." (Emphasis added) Cc ok does teach (Page 
7, lines 19-29): 

An important object of this invention is to provide the student with a virtual tut >r, 
by having agent software ("agent") adapted to each student that < ffers a high 
quality of individualized student interaction and that manages or controls 
instruction in a manner approximating a real tutor. The age it exerci: es 
management or control over the computer-assisted instruction n.aterials acid 
provides information and help to the student, both synchn nously a ad 
asynchronously to particular instructional materials. Agent behaviors are sensitive 
to both the educational context and to the history of student behavior. 

Cook fails to formulate feedback utilizing time as a variable for analysis. In fact, Cook's 
teachings do not analyze time at all. 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, the Office Action alleges that u CDok antic pates the 
synchronization source code segment further comprises source code for tine based f imulation 
modeling and for receiving a user selection from a list of actions at each time period (C )ok, p 1, 1 
5-8; p 7, 1 11-16; p 7, 1 19-29; EN: such is a virtual tutor, a simulated tutor; : eedback e cists from 
user to tutor; operation is achieved on a computer which is time based; computer master clock 
achieves synchronization, since the computer is master clock driven, user selection vill occur 
during a time period)." However, Cook does not even teach a user selection fron* a list of 
actions . Moreover, the Office Action alleges that Cook teaches about feedtack that easts from 
user to tutor . Feedback, as claimed in the present patent application, is l rom the coal based 
system to the student . For example, claim 1, which claim 19 depends from, ncludes the element 
"(d) an evaluation source code segment comprising source code for evalua ing progrc ss toward 
the goal and providing feedback that further motivates accomplishment of he goal ut lizing the 
time based model to control the presentation of information." (Emphasis add =d.) 
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It is respectively submitted that the present application is in conditio a for alio? 'ance, and 
a Notice to that effect is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Date: April 4, 2005 



Kenneth F. Smo ik 
Registration No. 44,344 
BANNER & Wl TCOFF, L ID, 
10 S. Wacker Dive, Suite 1000 
Chicago, IL 606' 16-7407 
Telephone: 312^63-5000 
Facsimile: 312-463-5001 
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